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Quebec be French territory today? Without pretend-
ing to write another history, no less imaginary than
that which I have just mentioned, one might be per-
mitted to doubt it. England was no mean colonizing
power; yet that country proved unable to keep the
United States of America; and when I ask what
method of separation would leave in its wake the least
bitterness, I confess to a certain hesitancy in finding an
answer. Had modern Canada been born as the result
of a rebellion of the Canadians against France, would
the Canadiens today speak of France as their mother?
Would France not be for them rather a stepmother? In
the course of numerous sojourns in the United States
I do not recall ever having heard England referred to
as the mother country.

It is precisely on this point that Mr. Bruchesi
brings us revealing and consolatory views; less argu-
ments than facts which are the true tools of the his-
torian. Even before passing entirely under British
domination, Quebec had ceased to be completely
French. The traditional lack of understanding on the
part of the mother country for the colony certainly
played some part in this fact. After two or three
generations, the colonist usually has had enough of
being exploited by officials sent from a capital where
nothing is known of his affairs, and from which policy
is dictated. The grandchildren of the first Frenchmen
who came to Canada were already Canadians. When
Bougainville in 1758 declared, "It seems as though we
belong to a different, even a hostile nation," he exag-
gerated, no doubt, but that tirade is explained perhaps
by attitudes he had observed and remarks he had
heard. Ill humour and poor administration apart, can
two people ever remain one when they live in circum-